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Tuurspay, September the 20th, 1753. 





Exilis domus off, uli non & multa-fuperfunt, 
Et dominum fallunt, & profunt furibus. 


To Mr. Fitz Adam. 


Hor. 
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RLOENGA-Y) HE R EB is a fpecies of luxury, which, 

Pe nt at though you muft often have obfer 
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Fe @ ik Ye that extravagance;:of expence, which 
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OHS ERAS OLD people of all ranks and conditions 
are daily running into in the article of furniture. In the 
houfes of the great (not. to mention. the profufion of 
French ornament and coftly glitter .of every room) the 
meaneft utenfils of the kitchen are all.of plate. But it 
is not upon the follies of other people, that I am going 
to defcant ; it is of myfelf and my country houfe, or raz 
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ther of my wife and her villa, that I intend to be parti- 
cular. The houfe Iam fpeaking of, together with a 
very confiderable eftate, was left me by an uncle in the 
city, with whom I had lived from the age of fixteen. 
As he intended me for trade, you may be fure he gave 
me no other education (a little {choel learning excepted) 
than what was neceflary for'a compting-houfe. But 
finding myfelf, at his death, in poffeffion of a plentiful 
fortune, I refolved to commence gentleman ; and ac- 
cordingly.difpofed of my effects in bufinefs, and took a 
houfe at the other end of the town. 

| Herz I became acquainted with a lady of quality, 
who, though the had the higheft notions of birth, yet 
from fo trifling a circumftance as want of fortune, con- 
defcended to give me her hand, notwithftanding the 
meannefs of my family and the difference of ovr edu- 
cations. As I thought myfelf extremely honoured by 
an alliance with fo great a lady, I gave the manage- 
ment of every thing into her hands, and grew as indo- 
lent as if I had been a man of real fafhion. My wife 
‘was 2 woman of exceeding FINE TASTE, as it is 
called ; or in other words, one who liked to have every 
thing about her in the neweft and moft expenfive man- 
ner. As foon as I brought her to my country houfe, I 
thought fhe would have fainted away at the fight of my 
furniture ; the whole of it (to ufe her own words) was 
fo frightful, fo odious, and fo out of raste! Her up- 
holfterer muft be fent for that inftant, for there was no 
enduring life in the midft of fo much antiquated lumber. 
I forgot to tell you that I had entirely new-furnifhed the 
houfe about three months before; but though every 
thing was extremely good and neat, I muft do her the 
juftice to own, there was very little in it but what 


was of real ufe. Early the next day down comes 
the 
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the upholfterer. “ Lord, Mr. Kifang, fays fhe, I 
« am glad you arecome. Pray reft yourfelf a little; 
<* but I am afraid you can’t find a chair fit for a chrif- 
‘* tian to fitdown upon. Such feats! fuch backs! fuch 
* legs! fuch -but they are fo of a piece with the 
“ reft of the furniture ! Dear Kifang, I am glad 
« you are come!” So without waiting for his reply, or 
fuffering him to fit down, fhe conduéted him through 
all the apartments, except the offices, which indeed the 








has never once condefcended to vifit fince her becoming 
miftrefs of my family. 

Mr. Kifang, who is faid to be of Chinefe extrac- 
tion, and who muft be allowed to underftand his 
bufinefs as well as any man alive, agreed perfe@tly with 
her la’fhip, and obferved, “ that fuch out-of-fafhion 
“ things might do well enough for a citizen ; but that 
“¢ nerfons of quality and diftin@ion, who had a TAsTE 
** and all. that, fhould have fomething foreign and fu- 
<< perb, and quite in another-guefs fort of a manner.” 
In fhort, fir, by the indefatigable zeal of this Chinefe- 
upholftcrer, in about four months my houfe was entirely 
new-furnifhed ; but fo difguifed and altered, that I hardly 
knew it again. There is not a bed, a table, a chair, or 
even a grate that is not twifted into fo many ridiculous 
and grotefque figures, and fo decorated with the heads, 
beaks, wings and claws of birds and beafts, that Milton’s 

Gorgons, and hydra’s and chimera’s dire 
are not to be compared with them. Every room is com- 
pletely covered with a Wilton carpet; 1 fuppofe to fave 
the floors, which are all new-laid, and in the moft ex- 
penfive manner. In each of thefe rooms is a pair or 
two of ftands, fupported by different figures of men or 
beafis, on which are placed branches. of Chelfea china, 
reprefenting lions, bears and other animals, holding in 
their mouths or paws fprigs of bay, orange or myrtle ; 


among 
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among the leaves of which are fixed fockets for the re- 
ception of wax candles, which by difperfing the light 
among the foliage, Town, make a very agreeable ap- 
pearance. But I can fee no ufe for the lions and bears : 
to fay the truth, I cannot help thinking it a little unna- 
tural ; for it is well known that all kinds of favages are 
afraid of fire. But this I fubmit to you; having obfer- 
ved of late feveral wild beafts exhibited on the ftage, 
without their fhewing the leaft furprize at the lamps, or 
even at the loud fhouts of applaufe which have been be- 
ftowed upon them from the galleries. ‘The upper apart- 
ments of my houfe, which were before handfomely 
wainfcotted, are now hung with the richeft Chinefe and 
India paper, where all the powers of fancy are ex- 
haufted in a thoufand fantaftic figures of birds, beafts 
and fifhes, which never had exiftence. And what adds 
to the curiofity is, that the fithes are feen flying in the 
air, or perching upon the trees ; which puts me in mind 
of a paffage I learnt at f{chool (for I have not abfolutely 
forgot my latin) 
Delphinum appingit fylvis.—— 

the oddnefs of which, I fuppofe, was the reafon of my 
remembering it. 

_ Tue beft, or as my wife calls it, the ftate bedcham- 
ber, is furnifhed in a manner that has half undone me. 
The hangings are white fatten, with French flowers and 
artificial mofs {tuck upon it with gum, and interfperfed 
with ten thoufand fpangles, beads and fhells. The bed 
ftands in an alcove, at the top of which are painted Cu- 
pids ftrewing flowers and fprinkling perfumes. This is 
divided from the room by two twifted pillars, adorned 
with wreaths of flowers, and intermixed with fhell-work. 
In this apartment there is 2 cabinet of moft curious 
workmanfhip, highly finifhed with ftones, gems and 


fhells, difpofed in fuch a manner as to reprefent feveral 
forts 
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forts of flowers. The top of this cabinet is adorned with 
a prodigious pyramid of china of all colours, fhapes and 
fizes. At every corner of the room are great jars filled 
with dried leaves of rofes and jeflamine. ‘The chimney- 
piece alfo (and indeed every one in the houfe) is cove- 
red with immenfe quantities of china of various figures ; 
among which are Talapoins and Bonzes, and all the re- 
ligious orders of the eaft. Ty 
THE next room that prefents itfelf is my wife’s dref- 
fing room ; but I will not attempt to defcribe it to you 
minutely, it is fo full of trinkets. The walls are cove- 
red round with looking-glafs, interfperfed with pictures 
made of mofs, butterflies and fea weeds. Undera very 
magnificent Chinefe canopy ftands the toilette, furnifhed 
with a fet of boxes of gilt plate, for combs, brufhes, 
paints, paftes, patches, pomatums, powders white, grey 
and blue, bottles of hungary, lavender and orange- 
flower water, and in fhort, all the apparatus for difgui- 
fing beauty. Here the conftantly pays her devotions 
two hours every morning ; but what kind of divinity 
fhe adores, may be fafer for you to guefs than for me to 
tell. By this time I imagine you will conceive my 
houfe to be much fuller of furniture than my head, 
Alas! fir, Iam but a hufband, and my wife is-a wo« 
man of quality. But I could fubmit with fome degree 
of patience to all this folly and expence, if my children 
(and I have two fine boys and a girl) were not either 
kept clofe prifoners in the nurfery, or driven into the 
kitchen among the fervants, to prevent their playing 
about the rooms, and making havock of the crockery. 
I HAve a thoufand other curiofities in my houfe, of 
which I neither know the ufes nor the names. But I 
cannot help mentioning the gravel walks, rivers, groves 
and temples, which on a grand day make their appear- 
ance at the deffert, For you are not to fuppofe that all 
this 
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this profufion of ornament is only to gratify her own cu- 
riofity : it is meant as a preparative to the greateft hap- 
pinefs of life, that of feeing company. And I affure you 
fhe gives above twenty entertainments in a year to. peo- 
ple for whom fhe has no manner of regard, for no other 
reafon in the world than to thew them her houfe. . In 
fhost, fir, it is become fo great a fight, that ] am -no 
longer mafter of it ; being continually driven from room 
to feem; to give opportunity for ftrangers to admire it, 
But -as-we: have lately miffed a favourite Chinefe tumbler, 
and fome other valuable moveables, we have entertained 
thoughts of confining the fhow to one day in the week, 
and of admitting no perfons whatfoever without tickets; 
unlefs they happen to be acquainted with the names, at 
leaft, of any of my wife’s relations.. For my own part; 
‘if every thing in the houfe was ftolen, it would give 
me lefs concern than J have felt for «many years paft at 
every India fale, or at the fhorteft vifit that the has made 
‘at Dearp’s: for I find to my forrow, that as my fur- 
miture. encreafes, my acres diminifh; and that a new 
fafhion never' fails of producing a frefh mortgage. 

Ir you think my cafe may be of fervice to any of thofe 
hufbands who are unhappy enough to be married to 
wives.of TASTE, you have free leave to publith it from, 

SIR, 
Your moft humble fervant, 


SAMUEL SIMPLE, 
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